
 

 

OUR LADY OF VICTORY 
NATIONAL SHRINE AND BASILICA 

 

767 Ridge Road, Lackawanna, New York  14218 
Phone: (716) 828-9444; FAX: (716) 828-9429 

E-mail: olvrectory@ourladyofvictory.org 
Website: www.ourladyofvictory.org  

PASTOR:    Rev. Msgr. Paul J. E. Burkard 
 

PAROCHIAL VICARS:  Rev. Samuel T. Giangreco, Jr.
  Rev. Romulus Rosolowski, OFM Conv. 
 

DEACON:    Deacon Michael V. Comerford 
 

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS: 
 Monday-Friday:   8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
 Saturday:    9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 Sunday:     Closed 
 

SUNDAY MASSES:   
 Saturday Vigil: 4:30 p.m. 
 Sunday: 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m. (Folk Mass), 
  Noon (Choir), 4:30 p.m. 
 

HOLY DAY MASSES: Please see bulletin 
 

WEEKDAY MASSES: 7:30 a.m., 12:10 p.m. (Mon.-Sat.) 
             8:15 a.m. (Monday, Friday during School Year) 
 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE: 
 Saturday: 3:00-4:00 p.m. and 7:00-7:30 p.m. 
 Eve of Holy Day: 3:00-4:00 p.m. 
 Eve of First Friday: 3:00-4:00 p.m. 

SCHOOL: 
 2760 South Park Avenue, Lackawanna, NY 
 Mrs. Carolyn M. Kraus, Principal 
 Phone: (716) 828-9434 
 E-mail: elementary@ourladyofvictory.org 
 Website: www.ourladyofvictoryelementary.org 
 
RELIGIOUS ED OFFICE: 
 2760 South Park Avenue, Lackawanna, NY
 Ms. Carmelann Ziccardi, Director 
 Phone: (716) 828-9437 
 E-mail: religioused@ourladyofvictory.org 
 
GIFT SHOP and MUSEUM:  
 Dianne Bosinski, Tours & Basilica Programs 
 (716) 828-9424/dbosinski@ourladyofvictory.org 
 Jerome Welsch, Jr., Gift Shop Manager 
              (716) 828-9433/olvgiftshop@ourladyofvictory.org 
 
GIFT SHOP and MUSEUM HOURS;  
 Daily    10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 
 
ROSARY:  Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. 

Sunday, June 24, 2018 - The Nativity of St. John the Baptist 



 

 
 
 
 

We are in the midst of what I call “Wedding Season” here at 
the Basilica. Almost every weekend between now and late fall, 
we have one or more weddings, either on Friday afternoon or 
Saturday. (This year, our last wedding is in late December). 
Please remember to pray for those couples who will enter into 
the Sacrament of Marriage in the coming months. We get many 
requests from couples who wish to have their wedding ceremony 
here. These requests sometimes come even from couples who 
live out of state. Our parish policy (which has been in place for 
many years before I became pastor), is that we only accept 
invitations to perform weddings here from registered parishioners 
(or their adult children who are living out of town) or employees 
of the Homes of Charity or Baker Victory Services. This assures 
that those couples who are most strongly related to the parish 
can get dates for their weddings without those dates being taken 
by non-parishioners or people with no affiliation with the parish 
at all. As you might imagine, many people would like to get 
married here because of the beautiful Basilica setting. We hold 
to this wedding policy very strongly. Again, pray for those 
couples who will be married here this summer and fall. 
 

On Wednesday, June 27, at 7:00 p.m. there will be a Healing 
Mass celebrated in the Basilica. Father Richard DiGuilio will 
be the celebrant. All are welcome to attend. 
 

You may have noticed that there is a slightly new look to the 
Our Lady of Victory Elementary School on the side which 
faces the Basilica Parking Lot. A new awning has been placed 
over the door which is now the Main Entrance to the School. 
From now on, anyone attending functions in the Elementary 
School will enter through this doorway. This is part of our 
overall security plan for the school. This new entrance is 
monitored by security cameras, and visitors to the school can 
only enter the main part of the building once they have been 
“buzzed in” by school personnel. This is one more step on our 
part to keep our school children safe at a time when school 
violence is on the up-turn in our country. It may take a bit of 
time for all of us to get used to entering the building through 
this new entrance, but, I am sure, we will all get used to it soon. 
Thanks for your cooperation. 
 

I am grateful to the OLV School parents who have done the 
landscaping alongside this new school entrance. They did a 
great job in beautifying this area.    
 

Here are a few July dates to keep in mind: 
♦ Wednesday, July 4 – Independence Day.  Happy 4th of 

July! 
♦ Sunday, July 29 – Father Baker Day. Noon Mass with 

Reception to follow in Baker Hall School 
And one very important August date: 

♦ Sunday, August 5 – Pennies To Heaven. 12:30 p.m. to 6:00 
p.m. with annual Chicken BBQ dinner 

 

May Jesus bless you and Our Lady of Victory watch over you.  
Ytà{xÜ ctâÄ   
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Pray for the canonization of our founder,  
Venerable Nelson Baker 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Our Parish offers a special Pre-Baptism preparation 
program for parents who desire to share their faith with 
their children. Parents-to-be must attend this class prior to 
the birth of their child. Baptisms are usually scheduled 
two times each month. Call the Rectory to register for 
classes. Godparents must be Confirmed and practicing 
Catholics. Non-parishioners are required to have a Letter 
of Recommendation to serve as a sponsor. 

 
Sacrament of Marriage: 

To be married in the Basilica, you must be an active 
parishioner for at least 9 months prior to setting a date. 
Engaged couples should contact the pastor before making 
other wedding arrangements. Couples are required to 
attend a Pre-Cana Conference, or equivalent pre-marriage 
preparation program. 

 
Letters of Recommendation: 

Recommendations to act as sponsors for Baptism or 
Confirmation can be issued only to registered members of 
Our Lady of Victory Parish who have received the 
Sacrament of Confirmation, attend Mass and receive Holy 
Communion regularly, have their children attending a 
Catholic school or Religious Education class. If married, 
the marriage must be in conformity with the regulations of 
the Catholic Church. 

 
Devotions: 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament begins immediately 
after the 12:10 p.m. Mass in the Basilica on Fridays and 
concludes with Benediction at 5:00 p.m. 

 
First Friday: 

On the eve of the First Friday of each month there are 
confessions from 3:00 to 4:00 p.m. Mass is celebrated at 
7:30 p.m. on First Friday. 

 
Care of the Sick: 

Please notify the rectory office for a visit to any family 
member who is sick, in the hospital or confined to home. 
Regular home Communion visits are usually on the First 
Friday of the month by a priest, deacon, or minister of the 
Eucharist. 

 
Tours: 

To schedule a tour of Our Lady of Victory Basilica, please 
contact Dianne Bosinski, Tours & Basilica Programs by 
email at dbosinski@ourladyofvictory.org or by phone at 
(716) 828-9424. 



 
 

Summary of the 
Readings 

The Nativity of  
St. John the Baptist 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Since June 24 falls on a Sunday this year, the Church has the 
opportunity for a more intense celebration of the birth of John 
the Baptist, who is often described as the last of the Old Testament 
prophets and the bridge between Judaism and Christianity. More 
commonly, John is known as the “precursor” of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. All the Gospels report John’s basic message: Repent, the 
kingdom is near at hand. One greater than I is coming. 
 

Though he was a wandering preacher who dressed in camel skins 
and ate grasshoppers, John’s legacy is one of true royalty. His 
origins are similar to those foretold by God through the prophet 
Isaiah: “You are my servant, he said to me, Israel through whom 
I show my glory” (Isaiah 49:3). John’s humility - “I am not he” - 

was surpassed only by that of his Lord Jesus, the humble servant 
who followed.  Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Sunday, June 24—The Nativity of St. John the Baptist 
  1:00 p.m. Baptisms (Bas) 
 

Monday, June 25 
 7:00 p.m. Folk Group Practice (Mus R) 
  

Tuesday, June 26 
  7:00 p.m. St. Vincent de Paul Society Meeting (R) 
  7:00 p.m. Rosary for Peace (Bas) 
  NO Prayer Group Meeting  
 

Wednesday, June 27—St. Cyril of Alexandria 
  7:00 p.m. Healing Mass (Bas) 
 

Thursday, June 28—St. Irenaeus 
  1:00 p.m. Legion of Mary (MR) 
  7:00 p.m. Consoling the Heart of Jesus (Caf) 
 

Friday, June 29—SS. Peter & Paul 
  1:00-5:00 p.m. Eucharistic Adoration (Bas) 
  2:00-3:00 p.m. Pro-Life Holy Hour (IH) 
 

Saturday, June 30—The First Martyrs of the Holy 
Roman Church 
  3:00-4:00 & 7:00-7:30 p.m. Confessions 
 

Sunday, July 1—Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
  NO Altar & Rosary Society Meeting (Mus R) 
  1:00 p.m. Baptisms (Bas) 

 
 
 

Week of June 24, 2018 
 

Saturday, June 23 
 4:30 William & Winifred Dillon by The Dillon Family 
 

Sunday, June 24—The Nativity of St. John the Baptist 
 8:00 Robert Ward by Deborah Russell 
 10:00 George Stipanovich (Birth Rem.) by Joanne Scofield 
 12:00 Henry & Christine Urban by The Dimitrievski Family 
 4:30 Bernardo & Maria Ceccarelli by The Angelo Family 
 

Monday, June 25 
 7:30 Dorothea K. Downey by The Downey Family 
  Marilen Braganza by The Braganza Family 
 12:10 Teresa Neamon by Estate 
  William & Eileen McHugh by Children 
 

Tuesday, June 26 
 7:30 Patricia Ebert by Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Beres & Family 
  Norma Tomaka by Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Beres & Family 
 12:10 Leonard & Lucy Melillo & Twins by Daughters 
  Claire & James J. Bohan (Ann.) by Deacon Thomas & 
  Eileen McDonnell 
 

Wednesday, June 27—St. Cyril of Alexandria 
 7:30 Jennie Potwora by Norm & Paulette Mendrysa 
  Donald Colpoys by Raymond Colpoys 
 12:10 The John Carroll Family by The DiSarno Family 
  Vera O’Connell by OLVictory Homes of Charity  
  

Thursday, June 28—St. Irenaeus 
 7:30 Paul O. Zwirlein by Estate 
 12:10 Martha Opiel by Larry, Beth & Lindsey Opiel 
  Lucille Wisholek by Mary Bishop 
 

Friday, June 29—SS. Peter & Paul 
 7:30 Daniel Fitzgibbons by Greg & Mary Ann MacKinnon 
 12:10 Margaret D. Toomey (Ann. of Death) by Bill Toomey 
  Carolyn McCarthy by Mary Bishop 
 

Saturday, June 30—The First Martyrs of the Holy 
Roman Church 
 7:30 Laurence Bishop by Daughters 
 12:10 Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Tyrpak by William Mayback 
 4:30 John Lejca by The Lejca Family 
 

Sunday, July 1—Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 8:00 Phil Avino by Wife, Christine Avino 
 10:00 Joseph & Angeline Ieradi by Family 
 12:00 Living & Dec. Members of the Altar & Rosary Society 
 4:30 Richard P. Ludlow by Elizabeth Willard 
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Sunday, June 17th 
 

      Weekly: $ 12,033.68 
 Monthly: $ 141.00 
 Total: $ 12,174.68  
 

 Shrines $ 1,955.62 
 Pennies $ 86.40 
 Cath. Communic. $ 35.00 

 
 

 
 

Someone’s Trash Can Be  
Another Person’s Treasure 

 

In celebration of the third anniversary of Pope Francis’ 
Encyclical Letter On Care for Our Common Home, Laudato 
Si’, on May 24, 2018, Our Lady of Victory’s St. Vincent de 
Paul Society, the Care for Creation Group and Our Lady of 
Victory School students are working together to collect old 
clocks, watches and rings for restoration and sale at the St. 
Vincent de Paul Store in downtown Buffalo. This is a 
wonderful way to repurpose, recycle and reuse items as well as 
help those in need who are encouraged and able to purchase 
used items from the St. Vincent de Paul store at a reduced cost.  
 

Recycled cardboard boxes, decorated by the students of Our 
Lady of Victory School, will be located at each entrance of the 
Basilica before the Saturday 4:30 Mass through Sunday 4:30 
Mass each weekend from Saturday, June 2, through Sunday, 
June 24, to collect donations of old clocks, watches and rings. 
Items collected will be delivered to the St. Vincent de Paul 
Society downtown store by members of the Our Lady of 
Victory St. Vincent de Paul Conference for restoration. The sale 
of these items will be used to support the St. Vincent de Paul 
downtown store. 
 
 
 
 

Fantasy Island Family Picnic 
 

This is the last call for the Children’s Liturgy Annual Family 
Picnic at Fantasy Island! The picnic is on Sunday, July 15, 
from 10:30 a.m. till 10:00 p.m. 
 

This event is open to everyone, not just members of the 
Children’s Liturgy Community! The cost this year remains $22 
per person. Children 2 years and under and our parish Altar 
Servers are free. Altar server family members are welcome at 
the fees stated above. The cost is all inclusive—food, games, 
prizes, rides and water park. Transportation is on your own. 
 

Tickets are available until June 30. Please contact Tina 
Hatem at 826-5075 for more information and to buy your 
tickets. 

SUNDAY  06/24/18  OUR LADY OF VICTORY               PAGE 4 

 Get Your 2018 Sweepstakes Tickets! 
 

2018 Sweepstakes tickets are on sale now! Get your tickets 
after weekend Masses at the exit on the lower level of the 
Basilica or in the Rectory, Gift Shop and the School Office 
during regular business hours. Each ticket is $50.00 and admits 
two people (21 and over) to the Sweepstakes night on March 3, 
2018. 
 

If you are able to help with the Sweepstakes Drawing on 
March 3, please contact Deniece Diamond at 716-997-8125 or 
Louanne Perelli at 716-880-6362.  
 

The next Early Bird drawings will be held on Saturday, January 
6, and February 10.  

 
OLV Winter Raffle 

 

Tickets are $5.00 each or 3 tickets for $10.00. 
Drawing will be held at Sweepstakes on March 3, 2018. 
♦ First Prize: Autographed Baby Joe Mesi Incased Boxing 

Glove 
♦ Second Prize: 14KT white gold ladies cast diamond halo 

gemstone pendant 
♦ Third Prize: Crystal Decanter with an Engraved Buffalo 
♦ Fourth Prize: Frame 30”x26” Framed Drone Evening Photo 

of the Basilica 
Tickets will be on sale after Masses. You can also purchase 
them in the Rectory or School Office during regular business 
hours. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
From the Religious Education Office 

 

High School Confirmation classes are scheduled to begin in 
July. Please call the Religious Education Office at 828-9437 to 
register. 

 
 

Adult Confirmation Classes 
 

There are many adult Catholics who have not been Confirmed. 
Besides the fact that they have not been received into the full 
initiation of the Catholic faith, it becomes a problem when they 
want to serve as godparents/sponsors for Baptism/Confirmation. 
If you are a practicing adult Catholic (that is, go to Communion, 
and if married, married according to the rite of the Catholic 
Church) and have completed high school (high school students 
should be in our teen Confirmation program) consider 
attending the five catechism-review classes and receive the 
Sacrament of Confirmation from Bishop Richard Malone in the 
Fall. The tentative date for beginning these five classes is 
Thursday, August 16, from 7:00 to 8:15 p.m. in the Marian 
Room on the lower level of the Basilica. Please register by 
calling Father Romulus at 828-9425. 

 
 
 

Nicaragua Mission Collection 
 

Ann Marie Zon, missionary in Nicaragua, will visit Our Lady 
of Victory on Tuesday, July 17. She will speak at the 7:30 p.m. 
Prayer Group service in the Chapel on the lower level of the 
Basilica. Beginning at 6:30 p.m. trucks will be in the parking lot 
to accept your donations of light-weight clothing, footwear, 
household items, nonperishable food, toys, school supplies, and 
religious articles as well as medical, hygiene and sewing items. 
Monetary donations are used for a child’s education, the dairy 
cow and sheep projects, well-digging and shipping costs. 
Volunteers are needed to help load donated items on the truck. 
If you have any question or need more information, please call 
Pat Jarosz at 675-6680.  
 
 
 

Care for Creation Group 
 

The Care for Creation Group is working with the Our Lady of 
Victory Prayer Group on July 17 at 6:30 to help load donations 
into the trucks for the Nicaragua Mission. This is a wonderful 
example of the Mission of the Care for Creation Group which is 
to recycle, restore, refurbish, repair and restore items in an 
effort to care for our common home and eliminate waste from 
being dumped into land fields. We encourage those who want to 
help sustain our common home for future generations to 
volunteer with us on July 17 at 6:30 in loading the trucks for the 
Nicaragua Mission. 
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1550 Abbott Rd., Lackawanna NY 14218
Moktar Juran, Agency Owner 
Licensed Sales Producer 
Juran Agency
Office: 716-333-0213
Fax: 716-346-8436
moktarjuran@allstate.com

www.allstateagencies.com/moktarjuran

Former OLV Student
“SAVE HUNDREDS ON

YOUR INSURANCE”
Personalized Service 

Trusted Advice

Ventura’s CARSTAR Collision
5665 Lake Ave., Orchard Park, NY

716-827-5826
VISIT US ON THE WEB AT CARSTAR.COM/VENTURAS/

(An Associate of Sieck & Mast)

“The name that has served you for over 50 years”
Spacious Parking

250 Orchard Park Rd., West Seneca         828-1846Michael Cusack

J.S. Paluch Company
Bulletin Advertising Sales Division

• Aggressive Advertising Sales Representative Needed

• Excellent Benefit & Commission Plan

• Earning Potential 60K+ Per Year - Full Time Only

• Must Have Strong Prospecting and Closing Skills

Please Contact Our Recruiter at: 800-621-5197, Ext. 2823
www.jspaluch.com                   EOE

BUFFALO’S LARGEST RESALE CENTER

822-3300
RON CORBO

Parishioner

1180 Abbott Rd., Buffalo, NY 14220

Over

1,00
0 Ca

rs

Avai
lable

FROM$6,995

THE COLONIAL MEMORIAL CHAPELS, INC

3003 South Park Avenue

Lackawanna, NY 14218

716-824-3007
“Four Generations of Our Family Serving Yours”

Matthew J. Pasnik - Funeral Director
721050 Our Lady of Victory Basilica (A) www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-524-0263

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit
MY.ONEPARISH.COM

Southtowns Tax Service
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

Individual & Business
Accounting & Tax Service

3831 South Park Ave., Blasdell, NY 14219
(716) 824-4111

3395 Orchard Park Rd., Orchard Park, NY 14127
(716) 675-4100

Michalek & Harrington
Attorneys at Law

“Let Our Family Handle All Your Family’s Legal Needs”
PAUL M. MICHALEK

JANE MICHALEK HARRINGTON
JEFFREY M. HARRINGTON

Parishioners
300 Center Road, West Seneca, NY 14224

(716) 675-6715

• Diamonds • Gem Stones • Watches • Repairs
Family Owned and Operated 

For Over 50 Years
1234 Abbott Rd. Plaza

Lackawanna, N.Y. 14218
(716) 822-1302

Taxi & Tours by Mary
481-0890

Reliable, Friendly & Reasonable
7 Days a Week — Time Orders
• Grocery & Prescription
• I will Shop & Drop Off
• Package Delivery Service
• No Destination Too Far
• Rates Vary On Service
• Battery Jump
*Senior Citizen Discounts*

27 Years Licensed & Experienced

When they had to choose a Reputable Funeral Firm to
arrange and perform the respectful transfer of

Father Nelson Baker to our beloved Basilica, they chose…

NORMAN E. GANNON & SONS, Inc.
FUNERAL HOME

1075 Ridge Road, Lackawanna

824-4000
Brenden, Brian & Patrick Gannon

Funerals ~ Cremations ~ Prearrangements

www.GANNONFUNERAL.com

If You Live Alone You Need LIFEWatch!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

�Ambulance
�Police
�Fire
�Friends/Family

CALL
NOW! 800.809.3352

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as

$19.95 a month

No Landline? No Problem!
* Real Time GPS Tracking

* Fall Detection

Brian or Sally, coordinators

860.399.1785

www.CatholicCruisesAndTours.com
CST 2117990-70

an Official Travel
Agency of Apostleship

of the Sea-USA

The Most Complete Online
National Directory

of Catholic Parishes

CHECK IT OUT TODAY!

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.

Wayside Family Restaurant
Open 24 Hours Daily

Breakfast Specials Served
till 2 PM Sat. & Sun.

2301 South Park 826-2279
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