
 

 

OUR LADY OF VICTORY 
NATIONAL SHRINE AND BASILICA 

 

767 Ridge Road, Lackawanna, New York  14218 
Phone: (716) 828-9444; FAX: (716) 828-9429 

E-mail: olvrectory@ourladyofvictory.org 
Website: www.ourladyofvictory.org  

PASTOR:    Rev. Msgr. Paul J. E. Burkard 
 

PAROCHIAL VICARS:  Rev. Samuel T. Giangreco, Jr.
  Rev. Romulus Rosolowski, OFM Conv. 
 

DEACON:    Deacon Michael V. Comerford 
 

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS: 
 Monday-Friday:   8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
 Saturday:    9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 Sunday:     Closed 
 

SUNDAY MASSES:   
 Saturday Vigil: 4:30 p.m. 
 Sunday: 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m. (Folk Mass), 
  Noon (Choir), 4:30 p.m. 
 

HOLY DAY MASSES: Please see bulletin 
 

WEEKDAY MASSES: 7:30 a.m., 12:10 p.m. (Mon.-Sat.) 
             8:15 a.m. (Monday, Friday during School Year) 
 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE: 
 Saturday: 3:00-4:00 p.m. and 7:00-7:30 p.m. 
 Eve of Holy Day: 3:00-4:00 p.m. 
 Eve of First Friday: 3:00-4:00 p.m. 

SCHOOL: 
 2760 South Park Avenue, Lackawanna, NY 
 Mrs. Carolyn M. Kraus, Principal 
 Phone: (716) 828-9434 
 E-mail: elementary@ourladyofvictory.org 
 Website: www.ourladyofvictoryelementary.org 
 
RELIGIOUS ED OFFICE: 
 2760 South Park Avenue, Lackawanna, NY
 Carmelann Zomeri, Director 
 Phone: (716) 828-9437 
 E-mail: religioused@ourladyofvictory.org 
 
GIFT SHOP and MUSEUM:  
 Dianne Bosinski, Tours & Basilica Programs 
 (716) 828-9424/dbosinski@ourladyofvictory.org 
 Jerome Welsch, Jr., Gift Shop Manager 
              (716) 828-9433/olvgiftshop@ourladyofvictory.org 
 
GIFT SHOP and MUSEUM HOURS;  
 Daily    10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 
 
ROSARY:  Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. 

Sunday, February 25, 2018 - Second Sunday of Lent 



 

A Message from Father Paul 
 

There are several Lenten programs coming up in the next few weeks 
which can help us celebrate this Lenten season and prepare us for 
Holy Week and Easter. Make note of the following and plan on taking 
part in one or more of them as part of your personal Lenten journey. 
 

Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday evenings of this week, February 
26, 27, and 28, are our annual Basilica Lenten Mission evenings 
beginning at 7:00 p.m. On Monday, Father Luke Uebler, from Queen 
of Heaven parish, will celebrate Mass and preach; on Tuesday evening, 
Deacon Peter Santandreu, from Christ the King Seminary, will preside 
at a Holy Hour and Benediction; and on Wednesday evening, Father 
Mark Noonan, from St. Mary’s parish, Holley, will preside at Mass 
and preach. Wednesday’s Mass will also be a Healing Mass, with the 
Sacrament of the Sick administered during Mass. All are invited. Come 
and bring a friend. There will be a reception in the Marian Room after 
each night’s service. 
 

The Lay Vicariate Council of Southern Erie County (this is our 
Vicariate) will be sponsoring a three night Lenten reflection series in 
March. These reflection sessions will be held at Nativity of Our Lord 
parish, Orchard Park on Sunday, March 4, Sunday, March 11, and 
Sunday, March 18 at 7:00 p.m. Each of these evenings will include a 
presentation on some aspect of Lent, followed by a reception. 
 

Sunday, March 4: I’ll be giving the reflection called “Prodigal Father/
Prodigal Son: Reflections on Forgiveness.” 
 

Sunday, March 11: Father Michael LaMarca, from St. John Paul II 
parish, Lakeview, will speak on “How Pope Francis Helps Us 
Celebrate Lent.” 
 

Sunday, March 18: Msgr. Richard Siepka, Spiritual Director, Christ 
the King Seminary, will share reflections on “The Suffering of Jesus in 
the Gospel of St. Mark.” (We will be reading St. Mark’s Passion 
account in all of our parishes the following Sunday, Palm Sunday). 
Join others from our neighboring parishes in our region for any or all 
of these Lenten reflections. 
 

On Sunday, March 11, at 7:00 p.m., the famous Notre Dame 
University Bell Choir will present a concert in our Basilica.  This 
group consists of two distinct bells choirs made up of about 20 students 
from the University. We are privileged to have this famous group 
present their concert here. Join them for this prayerful and enjoyable 
concert. A free will offering will be taken up for our children in 
various Baker Victory Services programs.  
 

Remember the Diocesan Capital Campaign “Upon This Rock” from 
last year? All of the parishes of the diocese took part in this campaign 
over a two and a half year time period, raising over $12 million for 
various projects of the diocese over the next 3 to 5 years. Part of the 
arrangement with the parishes was that each would receive 35% of the 
overall amount raised by the parish. We are beginning to see the 
results of this campaign. This past week we received the first check 
representing our parish share of the overall campaign. The check was 
for $73,000.  We will receive additional checks annually, as the 
pledges and gifts to this campaign are paid off.  We had set this money 
aside for upgrades to the security of the Basilica building, the school 
and the rectory, as well as upgrades to the lighting in the Basilica.  
Some of these projects have been completed already and, with this first 
check, we will be able to repay the parish for the funds we used to do 
the security measures outside the Basilica, and begin working on the 
other projects.  Please be faithful to your pledges to “Upon This Rock.”  
Some of these funds will come back to us in the next few years. Thank 
you.  
 

May Jesus, our Savior bless you and may Our Lady of Victory watch 
over you. 
 

     Father Paul 
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Pray for the canonization of our founder,  
Venerable Nelson Baker 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Our Parish offers a special Pre-Baptism preparation 
program for parents who desire to share their faith with 
their children. Parents-to-be must attend this class prior to 
the birth of their child. Baptisms are usually scheduled 
two times each month. Call the Rectory to register for 
classes. Godparents must be Confirmed and practicing 
Catholics. Non-parishioners are required to have a Letter 
of Recommendation to serve as a sponsor. 

 
Sacrament of Marriage: 

To be married in the Basilica, you must be an active 
parishioner for at least 9 months prior to setting a date. 
Engaged couples should contact the pastor before making 
other wedding arrangements. Couples are required to 
attend a Pre-Cana Conference, or equivalent pre-marriage 
preparation program. 

 
Letters of Recommendation: 

Recommendations to act as sponsors for Baptism or 
Confirmation can be issued only to registered members of 
Our Lady of Victory Parish who have received the 
Sacrament of Confirmation, attend Mass and receive Holy 
Communion regularly, have their children attending a 
Catholic school or Religious Education class. If married, 
the marriage must be in conformity with the regulations of 
the Catholic Church. 

 
Devotions: 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament begins immediately 
after the 12:10 p.m. Mass in the Basilica on Fridays and 
concludes with Benediction at 5:00 p.m. 

 
First Friday: 

On the eve of the First Friday of each month there are 
confessions from 3:00 to 4:00 p.m. Mass is celebrated at 
7:30 p.m. on First Friday. 

 
Care of the Sick: 

Please notify the rectory office for a visit to any family 
member who is sick, in the hospital or confined to home. 
Regular home Communion visits are usually on the First 
Friday of the month by a priest, deacon, or minister of the 
Eucharist. 

 
Tours: 

To schedule a tour of Our Lady of Victory Basilica, please 
contact Dianne Bosinski, Tours & Basilica Programs by 
email at dbosinski@ourladyofvictory.org or by phone at 
(716) 828-9424. 



Summary of the Readings 
Second Sunday of Lent 

 

God tested Abraham by asking not for an ordinary sacrifice, 
which would have been a partial burning with the meat divided 
between God and the people and eaten by those who sacrificed, 
but for a holocaust, a total burning of the sacrificial animal. This 
type of sacrifice consecrated the entire offering to God alone. 
This is what God was asking of Abraham in offering his only son, 
Isaac. When Abraham demonstrated his obedience, that was 
enough. This story from today’s scriptures foretells the 
completion of the blood sacrifices of the old covenant in the new 
covenant: the blood of God’s own Son, offered to us on the cross 
and in the Eucharist. Abraham’s obedience foreshadows the 
obedience of Jesus to God’s promise of salvation. The obedience 
of Abraham is rewarded in the birth to him, through Isaac, of 
many nations. The obedience of Jesus is rewarded in the salvation 
of all people for all time.  Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 

 

Happening This Week 

Sunday, February 25—Second Sunday of Lent 
Children’s Liturgy Bake Sale after all Masses (MR) 
  NO Religious Ed Classes  
  1:00 p.m. Ask a Priest and Lenten Soup Meal (Caf) 
 

Monday, February 26 
  7:00 p.m. Parish Mission (Bas) (MR) 
  7:00 p.m. Folk Group Practice (Mus R) 
  

Tuesday, February 27 
  7:00 p.m. Parish Mission (Bas) (MR) 
  NO Rosary for Peace  
  NO Prayer Group Meeting  
 

Wednesday, February 28 
  7:00 p.m. Parish Mission (Bas) (MR) 
 

Thursday, March 1 
  1:00 p.m. Legion of Mary (MR) 
  3:00-4:00 p.m. Confessions 
  7:00 p.m. “33 Days to Morning Glory” (Caf) 
  7:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal (Mus R) 
 

Friday, March 2 
First Friday; School Character Trait Awards 
  1:00-5:00 p.m. Eucharistic Adoration (Bas) 
  2:00-3:00 p.m. Pro-Life Holy Hour (IH) 
  7:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross (Bas) 
  7:30 p.m. Mass (Bas) 
 

Saturday, March 3—St. Katharine Drexel 
Black & Native Missions Collection 
  3:00-4:00 & 7:00-7:30 p.m. Confessions (Bas) 
  5:30 p.m. Sweepstakes Grand Drawing (Caf) (Gym) 
 

Sunday, March 4—Third Sunday of Lent 
Coffee & Donuts after morning Masses (MR) 
Black & Native Missions Collection 
  NO Religious Ed Classes  
10:00 a.m. RCIA First Scrutiny (Bas) 
11:00 a.m. Altar & Rosary Society Meeting (Mus R) 
  1:00 p.m. Ask a Priest and Lenten Soup Meal (Caf) 

 
 
 

Week of February 25, 2018 
 

Saturday, February 24 
 4:30 Colleen Cwiklinski by Mom & Dad 
 

Sunday, February 25—Second Sunday of Lent 
 8:00 Anthony Spinelli by Daughters, Cindy & Nancy 
 10:00 Mary Sedia by Mary Beth Paradowski 
 12:00 Eugene Stankowski by Mary Beth Paradowski  
 4:30 John & Eleanor Lejca by The Lejca Family 
 

Monday, February 26 
 7:30 Arsenio F. Gonzalez by Family & Friends 
 8:15 Helen Yoviene by The Downey Family 
 12:10 Joseph Battista by The Battista Family 
 7:00 Parish Mission 
 

Tuesday, February 27 
 7:30 Deceased Members of the Uschold Family by Estate 
 12:10 Tom & Jean Joyce by Betty Pukalo 
  Irene Kowalski by The Miller Family 
 7:00 Parish Mission 
 

Wednesday, February 28 
 7:30 Msgr. Robert C. Wurtz  
  Staff Sgt. John Kupkowski by Family 
 12:10 Sr. Anne Houlihan by Rita & Vincent 
  Special Intention for Chris & Stephanie Zarnowsky by 
  The O’Connell Family 
 7:00 Parish Mission 
  

Thursday, March 1 
 7:30 Msgr. Robert C. Wurtz 
 12:10 Mary R. & Joseph Rektorik by Estate  
  Marcy Just by Family 
 

Friday, March 2 
 7:30 William “Buddy” Roloff by Friends 
 8:15 Our Lady of Victory Golden Treasury 
  For the People of the Parish 
 12:10 Florence DiPronio by Family 
  Jean DePasquale (Death Anniv.) by Children 
 7:00 Stations of the Cross 
 7:30 Casimir M. Slaski & Family by Estate 
 

Saturday, March 3—St. Katharine Drexel 
 7:30 Cheryl Ann & Stella Gawel by The Gawel Family 
 12:10 Kenneth Warnica by Family 
 4:30 Cheryl Ann & Stella Gawel by The Gawel Family 
 

Sunday, March 4—Third Sunday of Lent 
 8:00 Gerald Whalen by Deborah & Michael Russell 
 10:00 Gerald Rybicki by The Rybicki Family 
 12:00 Living & Dec. Members of the Altar & Rosary Society 
 4:30 Dec. Mem. of the Holmes & Bengert Families by Jim 
  & Karen Dillon 
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Sunday, February 18th 
 

      Weekly: $ 15,700.71 
 Monthly: $ 229.00  
 Total: $ 15,929.71 
 

 Shrines $ 2,169.89 
 Pennies $ 69.66 
 Fuel $ 356.00 
 Black/Indian Miss. $ 6.00 
 Cent./East. Europe $ 101.00 
 
 

Financial statements for 2017 are available upon request. 
Please send your request and a stamped, self-addressed 
envelope to: OLV Rectory, 767 Ridge Road, Lackawanna, NY  
14218. Thank you. 
 
 
The Notre Dame Handbell Choir Comes to OLV 

 

In 1988, the University of Notre Dame Campus Ministry 
department first purchased a small set of Schulmerich bells. 
Thirty years later, the choir has expanded to cover more than five 
full octaves, plus three octaves of handchimes. 
 

The ensemble consists of two choirs: the Tins and the Coppers. 
The group of ten ringers is primarily made up of beginner ringers 
who are expressing their faith and love for the Church in a new 
way. They are directed by Notre Dame Senior and Engineering 
major Matthew Fabian, a St. John Vianney parishioner. 
 

Directed for twenty years by Karen Schneider-Kirner, the 
Coppers consist of 14 experienced ringers. 
 

In Fall 2017, the senior Handbell Choir was invited to perform at 
the inauguration of the Beijing Global Gateway in China, at 
Peking and Sichuan Universities, and Cathedrals in Beijing and 
Chengdu. They have traveled extensively through the U.S. and 
Canada, and are looking forward to future international tours. 
 

The group is bringing their liturgical music to Our Lady of 
Victory Basilica on Sunday, March 11, playing a 7:00 p.m. 
Laetare “Rejoice?” Concert. The ringers will be enhanced by a 
small group of Notre Dame undergraduate vocalists and 
instrumentalists. The group is excited to share their music and 
prayer with the OLV community. A freewill offering will be 
taken at the concert which will support disabled children through 
Baker Victory Services. 
 
 

Altar & Rosary Society ~ St. Joseph Table 
 

Come join us at the OLV Elementary School Cafeteria for a 
celebration of St. Joseph’s Feast Day on Sunday, March 18, 
from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. We are asking our parishioners to 
help support the day by donating a meatless dish to put on this 
special table in honor of St. Joseph. There is no charge for this 
meal, however, a free will offering will be taken up. Please call 
Mary Anne Jackson at 864-0747 for additional information. 
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 Get Your 2018 Sweepstakes Tickets! 
 

2018 Sweepstakes tickets are on sale now! Get your tickets 
after weekend Masses at the exit on the lower level of the 
Basilica or in the Rectory, Gift Shop and the School Office 
during regular business hours. Each ticket is $50.00 and admits 
two people (21 and over) to the Sweepstakes night on March 3, 
2018. 
 

If you are able to help with the Sweepstakes Drawing on 
March 3, please contact Deniece Diamond at 716-997-8125 or 
Louanne Perelli at 716-880-6362.  
 

The next Early Bird drawings will be held on Saturday, January 
6, and February 10.  

 
OLV Winter Raffle 

 

Tickets are $5.00 each or 3 tickets for $10.00. 
Drawing will be held at Sweepstakes on March 3, 2018. 
♦ First Prize: Autographed Baby Joe Mesi Incased Boxing 

Glove 
♦ Second Prize: 14KT white gold ladies cast diamond halo 

gemstone pendant 
♦ Third Prize: Crystal Decanter with an Engraved Buffalo 
♦ Fourth Prize: Frame 30”x26” Framed Drone Evening Photo 

of the Basilica 
Tickets will be on sale after Masses. You can also purchase 
them in the Rectory or School Office during regular business 
hours. 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

2018 Sweepstakes Grand Drawing  
Saturday, March 3 

 

2018 Sweepstakes tickets are still available! Get your tickets 
after weekend Masses at the exit on the lower level of the 
Basilica or in the Rectory, Gift Shop and the School Office 
during regular business hours. Each ticket is $50.00 and admits 
two people (21 and over) to the Sweepstakes night on Saturday, 
March 3, 2018. BBQ pulled pork will be served. 
 

We are accepting theme basket donations for the 2018 
Sweepstakes Grand Drawing on March 3. Baskets can be 
dropped off at the school or rectory office. Gift certificates or 
gift cards are also gratefully accepted. 
 

If you are able to help with the Sweepstakes Drawing on 
March 3, please contact Deniece Diamond at 716-997-8125 or 
Louann Perelli at 716-880-6362. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OLV Winter Raffle 
 

Tickets are $5.00 each or 3 tickets for $10.00. 
Drawing will be held at Sweepstakes on March 3, 2018. 
♦ First Prize: Autographed Baby Joe Mesi Incased Boxing 

Glove 
♦ Second Prize: 14KT white gold ladies cast diamond halo 

gemstone pendant 
♦ Third Prize: Crystal Decanter with an Engraved Buffalo 
♦ Fourth Prize: Frame 30”x26” Framed Drone Evening Photo 

of the Basilica 
Tickets will be on sale after Masses. You can also purchase 
them in the Rectory or School Office during regular business 
hours. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Vocation Thought 
Second Sunday of Lent 

 

On Mount Tabor Jesus revealed a glimpse of his glory, not to 
show off, but to express his desire to share His glory with us. 
Christ also calls some of us in special ways to show his 
followers how to live for this glory. If God is calling you to a 
Church vocation, call Father Andrew Lauricella at 716-847-
5535. Check out the “Priest of the Month” stories on our 
website: www.buffalovocations.org! 
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1550 Abbott Rd., Lackawanna NY 14218
Moktar Juran, Agency Owner 
Licensed Sales Producer 
Juran Agency
Office: 716-333-0213
Fax: 716-346-8436
moktarjuran@allstate.com

www.allstateagencies.com/moktarjuran

Former OLV Student
“SAVE HUNDREDS ON

YOUR INSURANCE”
Personalized Service 

Trusted Advice

Ventura’s CARSTAR Collision
5665 Lake Ave., Orchard Park, NY

716-827-5826
VISIT US ON THE WEB AT CARSTAR.COM/VENTURAS/

(An Associate of Sieck & Mast)

“The name that has served you for over 50 years”
Spacious Parking

250 Orchard Park Rd., West Seneca         828-1846Michael Cusack

For Information ... Call

800.524.0263

www.jspaluch.com

Grow Your Business,
Advertise Here.

Support Your Church & Bulletin.

Free professional ad design & my help!

email: sales@jspaluch.com

BUFFALO’S LARGEST RESALE CENTER

822-3300
RON CORBO

Parishioner

1180 Abbott Rd., Buffalo, NY 14220

Over

1,00
0 Ca

rs

Avai
lable

FROM$6,995

THE COLONIAL MEMORIAL CHAPELS, INC

3003 South Park Avenue

Lackawanna, NY 14218

716-824-3007
“Four Generations of Our Family Serving Yours”

Matthew J. Pasnik - Funeral Director
721050 Our Lady of Victory Basilica (A) www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-524-0263

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit
MY.ONEPARISH.COM

Southtowns Tax Service
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

Individual & Business
Accounting & Tax Service

3831 South Park Ave., Blasdell, NY 14219
(716) 824-4111

3395 Orchard Park Rd., Orchard Park, NY 14127
(716) 675-4100

Michalek & Harrington
Attorneys at Law

“Let Our Family Handle All Your Family’s Legal Needs”
PAUL M. MICHALEK

JANE MICHALEK HARRINGTON
JEFFREY M. HARRINGTON

Parishioners
300 Center Road, West Seneca, NY 14224

(716) 675-6715

716-827-1134
www.MessHallBuffalo.com

BANQUET ROOM AVAILABLE
for Funerals, Communions,

Showers, Rehearsal Dinners & More
717 Ridge Rd., Lackawanna NY

1010 AMAM -2-2 PMPM
SUNDASUNDAY BRUNCH   Y BRUNCH   

• Diamonds • Gem Stones • Watches • Repairs
Family Owned and Operated 

For Over 50 Years
1234 Abbott Rd. Plaza

Lackawanna, N.Y. 14218
(716) 822-1302

Taxi & Tours by Mary
481-0890

Reliable, Friendly & Reasonable
7 Days a Week — Time Orders
• Grocery & Prescription
• I will Shop & Drop Off
• Package Delivery Service
• No Destination Too Far
• Rates Vary On Service
• Battery Jump
*Senior Citizen Discounts*

27 Years Licensed & Experienced

When they had to choose a Reputable Funeral Firm to
arrange and perform the respectful transfer of

Father Nelson Baker to our beloved Basilica, they chose…

NORMAN E. GANNON & SONS, Inc.
FUNERAL HOME

1075 Ridge Road, Lackawanna

824-4000
Brenden, Brian & Patrick Gannon

Funerals ~ Cremations ~ Prearrangements

www.GANNONFUNERAL.com

The Most Complete Online
National Directory

of Catholic Parishes

CHECK IT OUT TODAY!

Blessed Art Thou
MMootthheerr,,  LLaaddyy,,  MMyyssttiicc,,  QQuueeeenn

Art by Brother Michael O�Neill McGrath, OSFS
Prayers by Father Richard N. Fragomeni

Hardcover book $$3399..9955

800-566-6150
World Library Publications
the music and liturgy division of J.S. Paluch Co., Inc.
www.wlpmusic.com

Wayside Family Restaurant
Open 24 Hours Daily

Breakfast Specials Served
till 2 PM Sat. & Sun.

2301 South Park 826-2279
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