
 

 

OUR LADY OF VICTORY 
NATIONAL SHRINE AND BASILICA 

 

767 Ridge Road, Lackawanna, New York  14218 
Phone: (716) 828-9444; FAX: (716) 828-9429 

E-mail: olvrectory@ourladyofvictory.org 
Website: www.ourladyofvictory.org  

PASTOR:    Rev. Msgr. Paul J. E. Burkard 
 

PAROCHIAL VICARS:  Rev. Samuel T. Giangreco, Jr.
                Rev. Romulus Rosolowski, OFM Conv. 
 

DEACON:    Deacon Michael V. Comerford 
 

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS: 
 Monday-Friday:   8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
 Saturday:    9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 Sunday:     Closed 
 

SUNDAY MASSES:   
 Saturday Vigil: 4:30 p.m. 
 Sunday: 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m. (Folk Mass), 
  Noon (Choir), 4:30 p.m. 
 

HOLY DAY MASSES: Please see bulletin 
 

WEEKDAY MASSES: 7:30 a.m., 12:10 p.m. (Mon.-Sat.) 
             8:15 a.m. (Monday, Friday during School Year) 
 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE: 
 Saturday: 3:00-4:00 p.m. and 7:00-7:30 p.m. 
 Eve of Holy Day: 3:00-4:00 p.m. 
 Eve of First Friday: 3:00-4:00 p.m. 

SCHOOL: 
 2760 South Park Avenue, Lackawanna, NY 
 Mrs. Carolyn M. Kraus, Principal 
 Phone: (716) 828-9434 
 E-mail: elementary@ourladyofvictory.org 
 Website: www.ourladyofvictoryelementary.org 
 
RELIGIOUS ED OFFICE: 
 2760 South Park Avenue, Lackawanna, NY
 Carmelann Zomeri, Director 
 Phone: (716) 828-9437 
 E-mail: religioused@ourladyofvictory.org 
 
GIFT SHOP and MUSEUM:  
 Dianne Bosinski, Tours & Basilica Programs 
 (716) 828-9424/dbosinski@ourladyofvictory.org 
 Jerome Welsch, Jr., Gift Shop Manager 
 (716) 828-9433/olvgiftshop@ourladyofvictory.org 
 
GIFT SHOP and MUSEUM HOURS;  
 Daily    10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 
 
ROSARY:  Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. 

Sunday, December 17, 2017 - Third Sunday of Advent 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

We are quickly moving toward Christmas. Please note the times 
for Christmas confessions during the coming week.   
♦ On Friday, December 22, Confessions will be from 3:00 

p.m. to 4:00 p.m. and again from 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
with three priests hearing confessions. 

♦ On Saturday, December 23, Confessions will be heard from 
3:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m., and again at 7:00 p.m. with three 
priests. 

 

Church decorating for Christmas will take place on Saturday, 
December 23, beginning at 6:30 p.m. in the Basilica. Anyone 
who wishes to help with the decorations, please meet near the 
front of the Basilica. There will be representatives from the 
Parish Liturgy Committee to direct you. Children under the age 
of 15 should be accompanied by an adult. Each year, the 
Basilica is decorated so beautifully for Christmas. All this is 
due to the many volunteers who help. Thank you. 
 

Traditional Christmas wafer is available in the Gift Shop. It is 
a beautiful tradition for Christmastime.   
 

Once again, I want to thank the Pasnik Family from the 
Colonial Memorial Chapels here in Lackawanna, for 
providing the beautiful 2018 church calendars. Please feel free 
to take one per family. 
 

Just a reminder: This year, January 1, New Year’s Day, is not 
a day of obligation, since it falls on a Monday. On Sunday, 
December 31, New Year’s Eve, Masses will be at the regular 
times (8, 10, and 12 Noon, and 4:30 p.m.). 
 

As you begin your plans for Christmas dinner, here is a 
special prayer which Our Lady of Victory Homes of Charity 
has prepared for this meal. Use it with your family and friends, 
and know that our blessing goes with all of you as you gather 
for your Christmas meal. 
 

 Blessed are you, Lord our God. 
 You gather us together at this Christmas table. 
 Our home is filled with joy and gladness 
 and we come to this table with happy hearts. 
 We are grateful for this abundance of food; 
    for the farmers and all who prepared it; 
 for all who cooked and baked and decorated 
 to prepare this feast in your honor. 
 Most of all, we thank you for each person, 
 family and guests, gathered in your name. 
 May the brightness of your love surround our 
 table, enlighten us with loving kindness 
 to recognize you, Emmanuel, in each person 
 and make every day of the year a little Christmas. 
 Amen.  
 

May Jesus, our new-born Savior bless you and may Our Lady 
of Victory watch over you.  
 

     Father Paul 
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Pray for the canonization of our founder,  
Venerable Nelson Baker 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Our Parish offers a special Pre-Baptism preparation 
program for parents who desire to share their faith with 
their children. Parents-to-be must attend this class prior to 
the birth of their child. Baptisms are usually scheduled 
two times each month. Call the Rectory to register for 
classes. Godparents must be Confirmed and practicing 
Catholics. Non-parishioners are required to have a Letter 
of Recommendation to serve as a sponsor. 

 
Sacrament of Marriage: 

To be married in the Basilica, you must be an active 
parishioner for at least 9 months prior to setting a date. 
Engaged couples should contact the pastor before making 
other wedding arrangements. Couples are required to 
attend a Pre-Cana Conference, or equivalent pre-marriage 
preparation program. 

 
Letters of Recommendation: 

Recommendations to act as sponsors for Baptism or 
Confirmation can be issued only to registered members of 
Our Lady of Victory Parish who have received the 
Sacrament of Confirmation, attend Mass and receive Holy 
Communion regularly, have their children attending a 
Catholic school or Religious Education class. If married, 
the marriage must be in conformity with the regulations of 
the Catholic Church. 

 
Devotions: 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament begins immediately 
after the 12:10 p.m. Mass in the Basilica on Fridays and 
concludes with Benediction at 5:00 p.m. 

 
First Friday: 

On the eve of the First Friday of each month there are 
confessions from 3:00 to 4:00 p.m. Mass is celebrated at 
7:30 p.m. on First Friday. 

 
Care of the Sick: 

Please notify the rectory office for a visit to any family 
member who is sick, in the hospital or confined to home. 
Regular home Communion visits are usually on the First 
Friday of the month by a priest, deacon, or minister of the 
Eucharist. 

 
Tours: 

To schedule a tour of Our Lady of Victory Basilica, please 
contact Dianne Bosinski, Tours & Basilica Programs by 
email at dbosinski@ourladyofvictory.org or by phone at 
(716) 828-9424. 



 
 

Summary of the Readings  
Third Sunday of Advent 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Isaiah proclaims truly good news to us! God’s coming brings 
not sadness, guilt, fear, wrath, or condemnation. No, God’s 
coming is a source of comfort and joy. Saying it once is not 
enough, for today’s readings are full of joy. Mary’s Magnificat 
substitutes for our psalm today, and our second reading 
encourages us to rejoice, to give thanks and praise. This is the 
root meaning of the Greek word for eucharist. We are urged to 
rejoice and give thanks, because the coming of the Lord brings 
joy, healing, liberty, release, vindication. It makes the very 
earth spring up with new life! Good tidings!  Copyright © J. S. Paluch 
Co., Inc. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Weekend of December 23-24 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Lectors: 
 Saturday, December 23 
   4:30 p.m.—S. Puckhaber 
 Sunday, December 24 
   8:00 a.m.—S. Saunders 
 10:00 a.m.—M. Kipler 
 12:00 p.m.—M. Arza 
    4:00 p.m.—No Lector—Children’s Liturgy 
   6:00 p.m. & Midnight—Bill O’Rourke will call 
 

Eucharistic Ministers 
 Saturday, December 23 
    Please use sign-up sheet in Sacristy 
 Sunday, December 24 
    Please use sign-up sheet in Sacristy 
 

Servers: 
 Saturday, December 23 
   4:30 p.m.—D. Bush, P. Diamond, MG. Wood 
        (MC=M. Bush) 
 Sunday, December 24 
   8:00 a.m.—G.R.Harrington, R.Jackson (MC=J.Wing) 
 10:00 a.m.—K. Pietrkiewicz, J.L. Sokolik 
        (MC=K. Thompson) 
 12:00 p.m.—J. Ely, R. Litwin, T. Sitarek,  
        (MC=A. Grinder)   
   4:00 p.m.—C. Heitzhaus, M. McNatty, K. Thompson 
        (MC=J. Pearson) 
   6:00 p.m.—Please use sign-up sheet in Sacristy 
   Midnight—J. Negron, N.V. Trojanovic 
        (MC=C. Carroccia) 
 

Tours: December 24: Deb Bossman 
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Week of December 17, 2017 
 

Saturday, December 16 
 4:30 Stella Gawel by The Gawel Family 
 

Sunday, December 17—Third Sunday of Advent 
 8:00 Maria Luciano by Mother, Christine Avino 
 10:00 John Lalka by The Powers Family 
 12:00 Florence Rams by Family 
 4:30 Novena in Honor of the Birth of Our Lord 
 

Monday, December 18 
 7:30 Novena in Honor of the Birth of Our Lord 
  God’s Blessings for Heather Ann Caputi (living) by 
  Family 
 8:15 Jennie Vertalino by Family 
  God’s Blessings & Good Health for Heather Ann Caputi  
  (living) by Charlotte Oczek 
 12:10 Albin Sasiadek by Son 
 

Tuesday, December 19 
 7:30 Leroy Barnhard by Family 
  Novena in Honor of the Birth of Our Lord 
 12:10 William Roberts by Family 
  Thomas E. Colern by Norma Huson 
 

Wednesday, December 20 
 7:30 Novena in Honor of the Birth of Our Lord 
  Our Lady of Victory Golden Treasury 
 12:10 Eleanor Woloszyn by Sons  
  William I. & Florence Mayback by The Mayback 
  Children 
  

Thursday, December 21—St. Peter Canisius 
 7:30 Novena in Honor of the Birth of Our Lord 
  Joseph Blake by Michele McGuire 
 12:10 James Yoviene by The Downey Family 
  Marilyn Rothfus by Margie Phelan 
 

Friday, December 22 
 7:30 All Souls Intentions 
  Novena in Honor of the Birth of Our Lord 
 12:10 Stasia & James DePasquale by Peter & Judith Pawlak 
 

Saturday, December 23—St. John of Kanty 
 7:30 Filomena Del Vecchio by The Del Vecchio Family 
 12:10 Diane Romance by Family & Friends 
 4:30 Novena in Honor of the Birth of Our Lord 
 

Sunday, December 24—Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 8:00 Novena in Honor of the Birth of Our Lord 
 10:00 Effie Ringle by Daughter, Louise 
 12:00 Deceased Members of the Stachowski & Sikorski 
  Families by Gregory Stachowski 
 4:00 For the People of the Parish 
 6:00  For the People of the Parish 
 12:00 For the People of the Parish 



 
 
 
 

Sunday, December 17—Third Sunday of Advent 
Novena in Honor of the Birth of Our Lord Begins 
  8:40 a.m. Religious Ed Classes (1-9) 
10:00 a.m. RCIA Rite of Acceptance (Bas) 
11:00 a.m. Children’s Liturgy Practice (Bas) 
 

Monday, December 18 
  8:15 a.m. School Nativity Mass (Bas) 
  7:00 p.m. Folk Group Practice (Mus R) 
 

Tuesday, December 19 
  7:00 p.m. St. Vincent de Paul Society Meeting (R) 
  7:00 p.m. Rosary for Peace (Bas) 
  7:30 p.m. Prayer Group Meeting (SC) (MR) 
 

Wednesday, December 20 
School Christmas Program 
  7:00 p.m. RCIA Class (Mus R) 
 

Thursday, December 21—St. Peter Canisius 
School Christmas Recess Begins 
  1:00 p.m. Legion of Mary Meeting (MR) 
  7:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal (Choir Loft) 
 

Friday, December 22 
Rectory closes at Noon 
  1:00-5:00 p.m. Eucharistic Adoration (Bas) 
  2:00-3:00 p.m. Pro-Life Holy Hour (IH) 
  3:00-4:00 & 7:00-8:00 p.m. Confessions 
 

Saturday, December 23—St. John of Kanty 
Rectory closes at Noon 
  3:00-4:00 & 7:00-8:00 p.m. Confessions  
  6:30 p.m. Decorate Basilica 
  

Sunday, December 24—Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Gift Shop Open 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
Christmas Masses: 4:00 p.m., 6:00 p.m., Midnight 
  NO Religious Ed Classes  

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
 
 
 

The Traveling Chalice 
 
 
 
 

Would you like to host the “Traveling Chalice” in your home 
to promote vocations to the priesthood and religious life?  
 

Father Sam invites families with school-aged (including college-
aged) children still living at home, to bring his personal chalice 
home for a week to help promote vocations through brief prayer 
each evening with your family.  
 

The week begins with the presentation of the chalice at the end 
of a Saturday evening or Sunday Mass, and may be concluded 
with Father Sam celebrating a Mass in your home on the 
following Friday evening. Please contact Father Sam at the 
rectory at 716-828-9428 or sgiangreco@ourladyofvictory.org  
for more information or to sign –up. 
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Our Lady of Victory School News 
 

December Dates to Note This Week: 
♦ 19th - St. Francis Choir 
♦ 18th-20th - Christmas Shop will be open for student 

Christmas shopping 
♦ 20th - School Christmas Concert at 12:00 p.m. in the Gym 
♦ 21st - Christmas Recess begins 

 
 

Get Your 2018 Sweepstakes Tickets! 
 

2018 Sweepstakes tickets are on sale now! Get your tickets 
after weekend Masses at the exit on the lower level of the 
Basilica or in the Rectory, Gift Shop and the School Office 
during regular business hours. Each ticket is $50.00 and admits 
two people (21 and over) to the Sweepstakes night on March 3, 
2018. If you are able to help with the Sweepstakes Drawing on 
March 3, please contact Deniece Diamond at 716-997-8125 or 
Louanne Perelli at 716-880-6362.  
 

Congratulations—Early Bird Winners 
 

Winners for the first three Sweepstakes Early Bird drawings 
from the Kick-off Party on Saturday, December 2, were: 

♦ $400—Karen and Ray Sieracki 
♦ $200—Fran Dehlinger 
♦ $100—Patricia Kaney 

The next Early Bird drawing will be held on Saturday, January 
6, 2018. 

 
 

OLV Winter Raffle 
 

Tickets are $5.00 each or 3 tickets for $10.00. 
Drawing will be held at Sweepstakes on March 3, 2018. 
♦ First Prize: Autographed Baby Joe Mesi Incased Boxing 

Glove 
♦ Second Prize: 14KT white gold ladies cast diamond halo 

gemstone pendant 
♦ Third Prize: Crystal Decanter with an Engraved Buffalo 
♦ Fourth Prize: Frame 30”x26” Framed Drone Evening Photo 

of the Basilica 
Tickets will be on sale after Masses. You can also purchase 
them in the Rectory or School Office during regular business 
hours. 
 
 

From the Altar & Rosary Society 
 

Congratulations to the winners of the Altar & Rosary Society 
raffle held at their recent Christmas luncheon are: 

♦ $300—Mary Ann Najuch 
♦ $200—Dianne Bellagamba 
♦ $100—Father Paul 
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OLV Pro-Life News 
 

Please consider joining the Diocese of Buffalo for the March 
for Life in Washington, D.C. Buses depart for Washington on 
Thursday, January 18, and will return to Buffalo following 
the March on Friday, January 19. The registration deadline 
for the bus is December 29. For more information, or to 
register, please contact the Diocesan Pro-Life office (716-847-
2205) or by email at pro-lifeoffice@buffalodiocese.org. To 
become involved in Pro-Life activities at Our Lady of Victory, 
please reach out to Sarah Lindstrom at olvprolife@gmail.com. 
 

There is a basket for donations for the Saint Gianna Molla 
House and the Mother Theresa Home downstairs in the Gift 
Shop hallway. These two homes are always looking for items 
they can give to families and young mothers. Suggested items 
include diapers, baby/toddler clothes, household items, etc. If 
you have questions about an item, please contact Sarah 
Lindstrom at olvprolife@gmail.com. Sarah will be checking 
the basket regularly to deliver the items to the appropriate 
house. 
 

 
 

Daily Draw Tickets 
 

Buy 12 months of tickets for the price of 11 
12 months for $55.00 

 

To take advantage of this special, please return your 
request and check by December 31, 2017 

 

Catholic Education provides Catholic identity, high quality 
academics and innovative programs. Some children cannot 
have a Catholic school education without some help. All 
proceeds from Daily Draw sales are used to help with Tuition 
Assistance at OLV Elementary School. We can’t do this 
without your support! Please complete the form below and 
return it in the collection basket, at OLV Elementary School or 
OLV Rectory Office. Thank you. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Adult Confirmation Classes 
 

At the Easter Vigil, March 31, 2018, the church will welcome 
new Catholics through reception of the Sacraments. Along with 
them, any properly prepared and formerly inactive Catholic 
may receive the Sacraments of Confirmation and Eucharist. 
 

We welcome any inactive, baptized adult Catholics who 
finished high school, who are free to marry in the church or if 
married, were married according to the rites of the Catholic 
Church, to register for Adult Confirmation Classes with Father 
Romulus.  
 

The 5 classes begin on Thursday, February 15, 2018 from 
6:00-7:15 p.m. in the Marian Room in the lower Basilica. 
Classes will continue on February 22, March 1, March 8 and 
March 22. Rehearsal will be held on Sunday, March 25 at 1:00 
p.m. Candidates should arrange for an interview with Father 
Romulus by calling 828-9425 and provide a recent Catholic 
Baptismal certificate before the first class. 

Please send me _____ set(s) of Daily Draw Tickets at $55 per 
set. (Total enclosed: ______________) 
 

Individual Tickets: 
Please send me _____ ticket(s) for the month(s) of ________, 
___________, ___________, ___________. 
 
 

Name:____________________________________________ 

Address:__________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip:_____________________________________ 

Phone Number:_____________ 

Email:____________________________________________ 

Please mail this form and enclose your check payable to 
Our Lady of Victory National Shrine 

767 Ridge Road 
Lackawanna, NY  14218 

 

Questions? 
Please call the Rectory at 828-9444 

 
 
 
 

 

Christmas Confession Schedule 
Friday, December 22: 3:00-4:00 & 7:00-8:00 PM 

Saturday, December 23: 3:00-4:00 & 7:00-7:30 PM 
 

Christmas Mass Schedule 
Christmas Eve - Sunday, December 24 

     4:00 PM - Children’s Liturgy 
6:00 PM - Christmas Vigil 

              12:00 AM - Midnight Mass 
 

Christmas Day - Monday, December 25 
Nativity of the Lord  

(Holy Day of Obligation) 
8:00 AM, 10:00 AM, 12:00 Noon 

No 4:30 PM Mass 
 

New Year Mass Schedule 
New Year’s Eve - Sunday, December 31 

4:30 PM - Vigil Mass 
 

New Year’s Day - Monday, January 1 
The Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God 

(Holy Day - No Obligation) 
7:30 AM, 12:10 PM 
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AREA HAPPENINGS 
 

International Crèche Display: Father Roy Herberger 
invites you to experience a display of 580 nativity sets from 58 
countries. These international crèches will be shown at SS. 
Columba-Brigid Chruch, 75 Hickory & Eagle Street (one 
block south of Clinton). The building is handicapped 
accessible. The hours are from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. every 
Saturday and Sunday from November 25-26 until January 6-
7, except the weekend of December 23-24. There is no charge 
and there is a special section for children. If anyone would like 
to view the display during the week with a large group (e.g. 
school children, senior groups, church organizations, etc.) 
please call Father Roy at 852-2076. This is the last year they’ll 
be displayed at SS. Columba-Brigid. 
 

 

Please remember Our Lady of Victory  
in your will. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please show your support to our advertisers by 
frequenting their businesses. Their generous support 

makes this bulletin possible. 
 
 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Third Sunday of Advent 
December 17, 2017 

 

Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing. 
 

— 1 Thessalonians 5:16-17 

 
 
 
 
Immaculate Conception - December 8 

 Total: $ 2,561.48 
 

Sunday, December 10th 
 

      Weekly: $ 13,203.70 
 Monthly: $ 606.00 
 Total: $ 13,809.70 
 

 Shrines $ 2,112.87 
 Pennies $ 125.94 
 Immaculate Con. $ 307.00 
 Religious Retire. $ 2,643.00 
 Christmas $ 186.00 
 Christmas Flowers $ 533.00 
 Solemnity of Mary $ 52.00 
 
 
 

Baptisms 
 

We welcome William Theodore Biersbach, Arianna Rose 
Carter and Evelyn Mara Russo into our Parish Community. 
They were Baptized on Sunday, December 10, 2017 in Our 
Lady of Victory Basilica. 

 
  
 

Young Adult News 
 

Ever feel like you’re the only one who believes this stuff?  
You’re not alone! Are you between the ages of 18 and 39?  
There are two groups of young adults who meet regularly to 
build community, growing in faith and friendship.   
 

“Frassati WNY” meets on Tuesdays in Our Lady of Pompeii 
School in Lancaster for Scripture, discussion, and prayer, along 
with offering opportunities for various social and service 
activities. The Frassati link is to a closed group on Facebook, so 
please request to join! 
 

“[re] Young Adult Ministry” meets the 3rd Thursday of the 
month at St. Benedict's in Amherst for live praise & worship, a 
witness talk, and prayer, followed by fellowship.   
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/257158691085077/ 
https://www.facebook.com/we.are.re/ 

 
 
 

Vocation Thought ~ Third Sunday of Advent 
 

John the Baptist urged his followers to turn from their sins and 
renounce anything that was keeping them from doing God’s 
will. If God is calling you to priesthood or religious life, what 
can you turn from in order to hear the call more clearly and 
answer more readily? If God is calling you, call Father Andrew 
Lauricella at 716-847-5535. Check out the “Priest of the Month” 

stories on our website: www.buffalovocations.org! 





1550 Abbott Rd., Lackawanna NY 14218
Moktar Juran, Agency Owner 
Licensed Sales Producer 
Juran Agency
Office: 716-333-0213
Fax: 716-346-8436
moktarjuran@allstate.com

www.allstateagencies.com/moktarjuran

Former OLV Student
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Ventura’s CARSTAR Collision
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